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Spanish ecclesiastical property. He lived to repent his error.
The scale of the new war was turned by the genius of one
man. One single will outweighed all these fearful inequali-
ties, and built out of the halved and defeated fragments of
William's wars a structure of surpassing success under the
leadership of England.

In the debates of the English Parliament, in the councils of the
English Ministers, in the plenipotentiary powers of the English
Ambassadors and in the daily commands of the English general
is contained the sum of the political history of the War of the
Spanish Succession.1

<c The little gentleman in black velvet/' the hero for a spell
of so many enthusiastic toasts, now intervened. On
February 20, the day after his conversation with Wratislaw,
William was riding in the park round Hampton Court on
Sorrel, a favourite horse said to have once belonged to Sir
John Fenwick. Sorrel stumbled in the new workings of a
mole, and the King was thrown. The broken collar-bone
might well have mended, but in his failing health the accident
opened the door to a troop of lurking foes. Complications
set in, and after a fortnight it was evident to him and to all
who saw him that death was at hand. He transacted business
to the end. His interest in the world drama for which he had
set the stage, on which the curtain was about to rise, lighted
his mind as the shadows closed upon him. He received the
reports of his gathering armies and followed the business of
both his Parliaments. He grieved to quit the themes and
combinations which had been the labour and the passion of
his life. They were now approaching their dread climax.
But he must go. Mr Valiant had his summons. " My
sword I give to him that shall succeed me in my pilgrimage,
and my courage and skill to him that can get it. My marks
and scars I carry with me, to be witness for me that I have
fought His battles who now will be my rewarder." a He
1   Carl van Noorden, Europ&ischt Gfscbicbte im acbt^ehnten Jahrlundert, Einlcitung.
2  The Vilgrim's Progress.
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